Fairleigh Dickinson University

School of Administrative Science

Weapons of Mass Destruction: Political Issues

PADM 4503

Grading:

A   =  95 – 100                                                A-  =  90 – 94

B+ =  87 – 89

B   =  83 – 86

B- =  80 – 82

C+ =  77 – 79

C   =  73 – 76

C-  =  70 – 72

D   =  65 – 69

F    =  Below 65 

Activity Weight:
Mid-Term and Final Examinations
        =
30% (15% each)

Research Paper


                    =
25%

Research Paper Presentation to Class               =  15%

Ten Question Assignment                                 =  10% 

Discussion Questions and Class Participation  =
 20%

Course Description and Information:

This course will examine the types and methods in which Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) are distributed, as well as the cause, effect and message a terrorist group is attempting to deliver.  The most effective targets a terrorist group may identify include the communications and transportation infrastructure, environments in which large numbers of people assemble, and other targets that make a strong social and/or political statement.

Conduct of this class will be on-line text presentation (lecture) combined with, and dependent upon, intelligent interaction among class members.  

Required Text:
Gurr, N. & Cole, B.  (2002).  The New Face of Terrorism: Threats from Weapons of Mass Destruction. ISBN 1-86064-825-8

Supplemental Text:  
A variety of supplemental documents, films and Power Points will be provided by the instructor on Week 1 and all subsequent Lecture weeks. It is suggested that the student read all supplemental information. 

Entrance Competencies:
The student should be able to apply practical thought processes to hypothetical situations. 

Course Objectives:
To introduce students to WMD, the threats posed by their use, and the political ramifications associated with them. To accomplish this, the course is broken down into six distinct units all designed to focus on various aspects of the topic. 

Exit Competencies:
As a result of the discussions, readings, lectures and research conducted during the class, the student is expected to develop an improved understanding of what WMD are, how they work, their limitations, capabilities, the threat they pose to a civilized society, and how a community or nation can protect itself. 

Assessment of Learning / Basis for Grades:

Required Reading and Assignments Due: Required reading for this class is the text. Unfortunately, this subject matter makes chapter-reading assignments ineffective, so the student must read the entire book prior to the start of week 2. Additional reading will be required each lecture week and will include articles, films and Power-Point presentations related to the lecture. Assignments must be turned in on time; grade-related penalties will be assessed for assignments turned in late without good cause.

Discussion Questions and Class Participation:  Will account for 20% of the overall grade. To that end, students are expected to respond to all discussion questions, inquiries from other students, and contribute their own learning experiences. Class participation will be based upon the student’s involvement in the class discussions and the relevance of that input. Students are also required to read the presentations of others students and ask at least one question for each presentation; as well as responding to the questions asked of you. 

Grading will be assessed in the following manner:

-Full participant (full credit): Contributions, whether in agreement or opposition reflect preparation and considerable thought. Arguments, when offered are substantiated and persuasively presented. If this input had not been made, the quality of the discussion would be greatly diminished. 

-Good participant (close to full credit): Contributions, whether in agreement or opposition reflect preparation and thought. Arguments, when offered are generally substantiated and often persuasive. If this input had not been made, the quality of the discussion would be considerably diminished.

-Adequate participant (credit): Contributions reflect some preparation and thought but seldom offer further direction for the discussion. Arguments, when offered are sometimes substantiated and persuasive. If this input had not been made, the quality of the discussion would be somewhat diminished.

-Inadequate participant (little or no credit): Contributions reflect inadequate preparation or little thought. Input is isolated, obvious, or confusing when offered.  

Ten Question Assignment:  On week 1, a 10-question assignment will be posted. The research required to answer these questions will help introduce you to the subject of WMD. This assignment accounts for 10% of your grade. The assignment is to be turned in to the instructor by e-mail prior to the last day of week 3. 

Research Paper, Presentation to the Class: Will account for 15% of your grade and must be posted in the “Presentations” folder under “Discussion Board” prior to the first day of week 6. The length of your presentation will be compatible with what you would have used to conduct a 10-minute classroom presentation. The prescribed format for this presentation is Power-Point. For information on constructing a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation go to:

http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC011298761033
Research Paper: Will account for 25% of your grade and is due before the last day of week 8. The final paper is to be turned in to the instructor by e-mail. 

Papers should be double-spaced, between 8-12 pages in length and prepared using APA format.  Guidance on using the APA format can be found in a number of places, including on-line or checking out a book on the topic from the FDU library, such as “A Writer’s Reference”. As in any professional environment, assignments should be crafted using proper structure, grammar and spelling. Papers submitted not in APA format will be assessed grade-related penalties.     

The FDU library is a great informational resource. Go to the www.fdu.edu website and click on Libraries. You have to be setup as an FDU student to access the library. If you have any problems let me know, contact student services, or call the library at 201-692-2608.

Any work found to be that of someone other than the student, and without proper citation and attribution, is considered plagiarism and a failing grade will be applied.  Fairleigh Dickinson University views plagiarism as a serious matter that will result in a failing grade in this course and may lead to dismissal from the program.

Mid-Term and Final Examinations: Will account for 30% (15% each) of your grade. The exams will be drawn from the text, additional information provided by the instructor, and class lectures. The Mid-Term will be posted on the first day of week 5 and the final will be posted on the first day of week 10. Both exams are to be turned in to the instructor by e-mail. You will have until the last day of the week to turn in the completed exams. Make note that week 10 is a short week. 

Course Documents:   

Each Sunday the course work for the week will be posted in the “Discussion Board”, “Course Documents”, and “Assignments” folders, i.e. Week 1, Week 2, etc. Additional information and documents such as articles, Power Points, web links, and case studies will also be found in these folders or e-mailed to each student by the instructor. The lecture may or may not reference this additional information, but it is highly suggested that you read all of the provided information. 

There are 2 or 3 Discussion Questions associated with each lecture. You are expected to respond to these questions in a timely fashion. Responses are posted to allow all of the students to read the postings. The intent is to initiate debate and interaction among students as well as with the instructor.  A “timely response” is expected by Wednesday, if this is a problem you will need to contact me.

Course Layout:
Week 1:  Introductions and Course Orientation
Each student is asked to post a short CV in the “Self Introduction” folder in the “Discussion Board” section. Read the book and begin working on the 10-question assignment.   


Week 2:  Lecture #1: The History of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) 

                                                                         and the Current Threats Posed by WMD

Throughout this lecture we will discuss the history of WMD and the current threats facing civilized society. The 5 general categories; Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosive (CBRNE) will be covered.   

Week 3:  Lecture #2: Chemical, Biological and Nuclear Weapons of Mass 

                                                                          Destruction    


The focus of this lecture is what Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) weapons are. As well as the methods in which they are effectively or ineffectively employed. 

The 10-question assignment is due by the end of the week.
 

Week 4:  Lecture #3:  Conventional and Unorthodox WMD Threats



In this lecture we will explore the many methods of attack employed by terrorist groups. Some of these tactics are conventional, some unorthodox, and many are a mix of the two. We will also look into how a conventional attack can turn into a chemical or biological WMD incident.
Week 5:   Mid-term exam. Exams must be turned in by the end of the week.

  




Research paper presentations are due at the end of the week.
Week 6:  Lecture #4:  Targeting
Having covered the “tools of the trade” in previous lectures, this lecture will focus on the Threat Faction or Person (TFP) and the target itself. The focal point will be how a TFP ideology leads to motivations, that influence goals and objectives, which will lead to target, tactic and weapons selection.  All of which is greatly influenced by the target.



Week 7:  Lecture #5:  Attack Scenario 

A fictitious city with a history, geography, community and economy will be attacked. Each student will read this lecture from the perspective of an Office of Emergency Management (OEM) Supervisor. This lecture is designed to make students think intensely about this topic and the threat to their own communities. 

Week 8:  Lecture #6:  The Political Side of WMD 



Throughout the previous 5 lectures the politics associated with WMD attacks were touched upon. This lecture focuses on the political ramifications associated with the aggressor, victim and state supporters of attacks employing WMD. Additionally, federally funded training for communities to prepare for such events will be covered.    

Research papers are due at the end of the week.
Week 9:  Class wrap-up and review. 

This week is set aside to allow time for an entire course review. Subjects that caused confusion or are not entirely clear will be addressed to ensure students fully understand the information prior to the final exam. 

Week 10:  Final Exam. Exams are due by Thursday.
Upon completing the final exam all students are asked to fill out a Course Evaluation. 

Note:  The instructor reserves the right to reasonably adjust this schedule, albeit with timely notice to participants

