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Course:
Domestic Preparedness for Catastrophic  Emergencies

Course: 
PADM 4506

Textbook: 
Facing the Unexpected: Disaster Preparedness and Response in the United States by Kathleen J. Tierney, Michael K. Lindell, Ronald W. Perry  -

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0309069998/002-6583082-4481633?v=glance&n=283155 

Entrance Competencies: 
Students should have a basic understanding of how organizations respond to emergency situations.

Objective: 

To identify and evaluate potential risks from man-made or technological threats that could produce large scale catastrophic emergencies involving loss of life, property damage and disruption of critical services to the community. To discuss via online discussion boards, these potential threats within the framework of developing mechanisms which may diminish their effects on the population and speed the resumption of normal daily operations. We will review current emergency management systems at the federal, state, county and local level as well as identify potential risk elements in our own environment including critical infrastructure identification. Topics covered will promote and facilitate discussions concerning planning and response to catastrophic events. The students will have an opportunity to engage in potential element assessment and problem statement development.

Exit Competencies: 

The student will be able to:

   Describe the emergency management process

   Identify hazards and vulnerabilities
   Define the four phases of emergency management

   Understand the role of emergency managers in preparing the community for 
    catastrophic events

Participation:

Informed discussions of topics and sharing of ideas is important to understanding assignments and course content. All students are expected to participate in class via �Discussion Board�, a significant amount of the students grade is based on weekly interaction.

Mid Term:

To be held Week 5, exam will be a comprehensive essay format

Presentation: Week 9, to be submitted by week 9, students will develop a hazard and vulnerability assessment for a community or public/private entity, preferably one the student is familiar with. The assessment will include: potential threats, identification of critical facilities/infrastructures, recommended actions to mitigate, prepare for and recover from the effects of a catastrophic event affecting the entity being evaluated. Students will present their papers for review and comment by the class. You may also present in a power point style.

Or 

Review a disaster, develop a presentation on the disaster concerning the concerning the response by the goverment, be it local, county, state, federal or private such as the Red Cross. Highlight lessons learned, what went right, what went wrong. Was the response proper, was it poor, have lessons learned been applied to future events, such as lessons learned from Hurricane Andrew, for example change in building codes. Present in either a power point or a paper. The paper should be 4-6 pages, please no more then 10. Post your paper/powerpoint for discussion on the discussion board.

Final Exam:

To be submitted by week 10, Essay short answer 

Grading/Activity Weights:

Class Participation    30%

Mid Term                 15%

Presentation              25%

Final Exam               30%

