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Introduction

We Americans have the privilege of living in a representative democracy and our form of government affords individuals certain inalienable rights and our government is accountable to the people. Our government responds when emergencies and disasters occur in the United States. This is the basic doctrine of legitimate democratic governments to respond to publics’ needs and requirements. Elected officials set forth and mobilize government programs, policies and resources to aid disaster victims.

When a disaster affects an area in our country, mayors, city managers, county executives and state governors have powers to declare a State of Emergency. A governor may request federal assistance for a major incident or disaster. The President of the United States has considerable latitude to respond by sending aid and resources to assist the affected area. This is political in the most positive sense of the term and reflects responsibilities that these officials assume as public servants. National, State and local legislators are both “states people and delegates,” they are expected to act in a manner that protects and serves the nation as a whole.

Politics, policies and laws of American disaster management are very fascinating and important, but neither is well understood not broadly investigated. This course, The Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management, focuses on the political dynamics of American disaster management as it relates to the concepts of the political system and the challenges posed by large disaster and emergency events. It provides the student with the tools to better understand, interpret and analyze governmental decision making before, during, and after disasters.

Course Objective

The objective of this course is to develop answers to questions and to promote professional development. This course does not endorse or promote any political ideology either through liberal, conservative or otherwise and does not advance political partisan causes. The course also avoids being judgmental regarding the behavior or decisions of any political figure(s).

The purpose of this course is to enlighten the student of the basic concepts of the political system and its relationship to the phases of Emergency Management and disaster policies. 

Course requirements:

Text:   Managing Disaster- Strategies and Policy Perspectives, Edited by Louise K Comfort, Duke Press Policy Studies, Duke University Press, Durham and London 1988

ISBN 0-8223-0800-2

Reading assignments will be issued weekly from the text. The discussion board will be used to comment on the prior week assignment.

Students will be required to complete an Independent Study Course by entering the Emergency Management Institute web site, downloading a course and taking the final exam (on line) that applies to the course. After completing the test, the student will be advised that he/she has passed the exam. The completion/pass notification of the Independent Study Course should be E-mailed to the instructor for credit. The pass notification must (current) be dated within January 24 thru March 31, 2005.  Students will receive a certificate from FEMA via U.S. Mail within one week. Do not send the certificate to instructor.

FEMA. Emergency Management Institute web site is as follows:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp

 One of the following courses my be selected;

1.
IS-240  Leadership & Influence

2.
2.IS-230  Principals of Emergency Management

3.
IS-292 Disaster Basics

Participation

It is essential that the student participate in the discussion board. The students are encouraged to bring forth any questions, concerns or ideas about the relevant week discussion. Participation will be 10% percent of the grade

Examinations

There will be an examination during week six and a final examination on week ten. The examination will consist of four short essays from a list of six questions. The examinations will count 30% percent each. They will be graded on content and the relevancy to the question. Spelling and grammar will be considered.

Final Paper

Students will complete one term paper during the quarter. This paper can cover any aspect of Disaster Management including those recent World-wide disaster events. The focus should be upon the manner in which the event was managed, the pre-planning and mitigation that the responsible agency had demonstrated effectively or negatively, and the effectiveness and dynamics of the political policies. If you choose an issue, you should take a policy perspective (agenda setting, formulation, adoption, implementation and evaluation). If you choose a disaster, you should cover all aspects of mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. The paper should ask ,”Why did this happen this way and what are the implications for the future?” The paper will count 30% percent of final grade. The paper will contain a minimum of six pages double spaced, excluding cover, content page and reference page. The margins, header and footer to be no larger than 1 inch and font to be #12. Papers should be E-mailed to instructor unless arrangement are made to fax the paper. 

Grading Summary

Participation            10%

Independent study   10%

Midterm exam         20%

Final exam               30%

Term paper              30%

Policies

1. Requirements not completed on time will receive one grade less unless arrangements are made with the instructor. a). Sufficient reason for the lateness b). Instructor has been consulted prior to the due date of the requirement. c). A time frame is agreed upon by the instructor.

2. All requirements must be completed by the end of the quarter. 

3. Examinations will be drawn upon from the text and discussions. You are responsible for everything that is in the text even if it is not discussed.

4. Examinations cannot be made up. 

5. Students must adhere to an honesty policy. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any quotes or references must be listed in the bibliography. Title and website addresses must be listed. All papers will be checked for plagiarism.

Students will be required to log on weekly and complete the assignments as instructed. Weekly questions will be posted on the discussion for student response and interaction.  Students are expected to respond to the questions in a timely manner in an E-mail to the instructor. 

