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              Activity




Value


 Participation




10%



 Mid-term Examination 

            30%



 Final Examination



30% 

  

 Term Paper
 



30%

Texts:
         
 (1) Sociological Theory, George Ritzer & Douglas J. Goodman; McGraw Hill 6th Edition, ISBN# 0072817186

(2) Catastrophe!: The 100 Greatest Disasters of All Time, Spignesi,  Kensington Publishing Corp. 1st Edition,  ISBN# 0806525584

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION:

 This is an online course and will follow the format promulgated for such by the University.  We will use, in no particular rank order:  assigned readings, posted instructional comments, discussion, student selected readings, two exams and a term paper.  The primary purpose of this course is for students to gain enhanced abilities to examine, understand, and, where applicable, respond to disasters from an informed, sociological, theoretical perspective.  This is an interesting and thought - provoking course, using factual information and theoretical concepts.

GRADES

 The School of Administrative Sciences online format requires a mid-term and final examination, term paper, and significant electronic communication on the Discussion Board.  In this course, the mid-term, final, and term paper final are equally weighted.  Participation and contributions on the Discussion Board is graded based on subjective quantitative (how much was contributed) and qualitative (how thoughtful and comprehensive were the contributions; this also to include assessment of spelling, typos, and so forth) assessment by the instructor.  Though it only counts for 10 percent of the total grade, a course participant who receives a failing grade in participation will receive a one full grade reduction in the final course grade.  The instructor will inform any student whose progress in the course discussions is unsatisfactory, confidentially via email and in a timely manner.  A copy of the instructor’s grade appeal procedure, in accordance with University policy, is included under Course Documents.

COURSE PREREQUISETES: 

 There are no formal prerequisites for this course.  Students are expected to have                       sufficient online competency, as well as sufficient academic and practical experiences.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

As a result of taking this course and participating in learning experiences, and in no                           particular rank order, students should: 

      Be further informed of the history and nature of disasters and be able to generalize,       

      using critical thinking skills, so as to comprehend current and future disasters; 

      Further comprehend classical sociological theory and be able to relate dimensions of

      this to social phenomena concomitant with disasters;

      Further comprehend modern (contemporary) and post – modern sociological theory 

      and be able to relate dimensions of this to social phenomena concomitant with   

      disasters;

      Be better prepared to manage disasters, broadly defined, as a consequence of   

      understanding applicable theory and demonstrate this preparation by means of   

      application of course content to work/life experiences.

     Participants will demonstrate the above by means of exams, term paper, and course    

     discussions.

COURSE OUTLINE AND WEEKLY OBJECTIVES 

Week 1:           Introduce ourselves using Discussion Board, Work out any “kinks” in the 

                        System, obtain books, begin reading Spignesi; entire book to be read 

                        before the end of the second week (Don’t worry this is “quick” reading)

Week 2:
Instructor to post instructional comments (typically referred to as lecture 


notes) and points for discussion based on Chapter One of Ritzer and 

                       Goodman, and selected readings from Spignesi

Week 3:           Instructor to post instructional comments and points for discussion, based 


 on Ritzer and Goodman, chapters two and three, and selected readings 

                        from Spignesi

Week 4:
Instructor to post instructional comments and points for discussion, based 


on Ritzer and Goodman, chapters four and five, and selected readings 

                        from Spignesi

Week 5:
Mid-term examination that will consist of questions requiring both brief  

                        answers and narrative essay answers based on instructional comments and 
                        material from the assigned readings

Week 6:
Instructor to post instructional comments and points for discussion, based 


on Ritzer and Goodman, chapter six, and selected readings from 



Spignesi

Week 7:  
Instructor to post instructional comments and points for discussion, based 


on Ritzer and Goodman, chapters seven, eight, and nine, and selected 

                        readings from Spignesi

Week 8:
Instructor to post instructional comments and points for discussion, based 


on Ritzer and Goodman, chapters ten, twelve, thirteen, and sixteen, and 


selected readings from Spignesi

Week 9: 
Submission of term paper – The term paper is to be approximately four to   

                       six pages, double-spaced in APA format.  Present some contingency  

                       applicable to where you work (or at home in the event you do not have
                       formal       employment).  That is, what kind of “disaster”, broadly defined, 
                       might relate to where you work.  Identify how this might relate to any of 
                           the types of disasters presented by Spignesi.  Present how any two chapters 
                       of Ritzer and Goodman (one from classical sociological theory and one 
                       from modern or post-modern) relate in terms of any applicable causes of, 
                           and responses to, and consequences of, the “disaster”.
Week 10:
Final examination, covering second half of course, similar in structure to 


the mid-term.

IN CONCLUSION


It is a privilege to serve as instructor for this course.  The instructor recognizes that some participants may be more informed of sociological theory, and its application, than others.  The instructor is responsible for helping participants understand the relatively complex readings in Ritzer and Goodman.  Ritzer and Goodman chapters, in the instructor’s view, need to be read several times; this is a rather serious intellectual treatise that we need to understand and be able to apply.  Understanding is facilitated if participants keep the topic of the term paper in mind throughout. 
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