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An overview of the Integrated Emergency Management System and an in-depth analysis of planning and administration of Emergency Management for the public and private sectors.  Identification of resources, natural and human-made disasters, federal agencies, the Incident Command System, and workplace safety.

Topics will include vulnerability assessment, hazard mitigation, incident preparedness, incident response, and post-incident recovery protocols.  Students will conduct a risk assessment of their community (or organization) and present a comprehensive Integrated Emergency Management System plan as the final examination project.

Course Description

The Integrated Emergency Management System (IEMS), an all-inclusive emergency service planning model, will be the centerpiece of the course.  Students will gain knowledge of its critical components (mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery) and become familiar with its emergency service action planning requirements.

Information will be promulgated through on-line presentation notes and discussion boards.  As the course proceeds, the student will be constructing and revising his or her final examination paper on a weekly basis until a final draft is ready for submission subsequent to Week 10.  This building block method will allow the student to satisfy the course requirements in a timely manner.  

A mid-term examination paper (Week 5) will consist of an analysis of historic major incidents.  Much is to be learned from these tragic episodes.  The student will learn of the horror associated with a catastrophic event and understand the criticality of IEMS planning to ensure a similar incident does not reoccur.  The research will also help the student in the preparation of the final examination paper.  Seven historical catastrophic events will be listed, the student will select three.   

Course Outline

Week 1:
Syllabus, Introduction, and Student-teacher Dialogue

Week 2:
Definition of Terms and Introduction to the Integrated Emergency     Management System

Week 3:
Pre-incident Mitigation/Risk Assessment Part I (Public Sector)

Week 4:
Pre-incident Mitigation/Risk Assessment Part II (Private Sector)

Week 5:
Mid-term Examination (Brief paper)

Week 6:
Pre-incident Preparedness

Week 7:
Incident Response

Week 8:
Incident Command System

Week 9:
Post-incident Recovery

Week 10:
Final Examination (Comprehensive paper) 


Readings

Readings will be specified at Week 5. The indicated topics can be accessed on the internet.  Additional reading may be assigned on the topic of terrorism.

Course Objectives

The student will enhance his other understanding of emergency service major incident planning.

Exit Competencies

The student will understand the Integrated Emergency Management System and how it can be applied to a community as well as to a commercial, industrial, or institutional enterprise.

Assessment for Learning/Basis for Grades

Presentation notes must be read and understood before the student can participate in the discussion board dialogue. Participation will be graded on the basis of timely, constructive, insightful comments and suggestions. Examination papers will be graded on the basis of substantive content as well. That is, the narrative must respond to the questions in a cohesive essay and must necessarily include the required elements. 

A factoring system will be used to ensure objectivity in assigning grades. Grades will range from 0.0 (F equivalent) issued to students whose work is unsatisfactory and unacceptable to 4.0 (A equivalent) awarded to students whose work represents the highest level of quality. 1.0 (D equivalent) will be issued to students for non-compliance with minimum standards. 2.0 (C equivalent) will be issued to the student whose work is below the minimum standard, and a 3.0 (B equivalent) will be given out for those students who fulfill all of the course requirements. 

In sum, the range of grades will be as follows:

4.0: A

3.5: B+

3.0: B

2.5: C+

2.0: C

1.5: D+

1.0: D

0.0: F

This final grade for the course will be an average of the percentages that appear below. 

Grade percentages are as follows:

Participation: 20%

Mid-term Examination: 30%

Final Examination:  50%

Papers must be prepared using APA standards and submitted electronically as an MS Word document.  Papers will be reviewed by Turnitin.com®, which is an electronic system designed to detect plagiarism.      

