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Course Description:

The course will provide an analysis of terrorism, the ideological forces and psychology behind terrorism and its international effect.  Discussions and class assignments will focus on what government and community leaders can do to prepare their communities to reduce, respond and recover from the effects of a man made event.  Assessment of the community’s emergency operation plan, its policies and procedures that relate to security and processes to limit community risk will be examined.

Course Goals: 

The course is designed to provide participants with understanding of the effects that terrorist acts and the threat of terrorist acts have on security issues in their communities.  Initially, participants will review terrorism from a historical context examining why terrorist tactics have been used by groups to support their particular cause.  

An examination of the causes of terrorism will follow, with the course emphasis being on the motivations of groups for the use of terrorist tactics.  Participants will examine the current world conditions in the context of the terrorist mind set and apply this to what they see as the future for terrorist events.  Finally the course will center on discussions and concepts to prepare communities to prevent, respond to and recover from such an event.  

· Participants will review the historical data relating to terrorist activities in the US and abroad both prior to and after the September 11th attacks to gain a better understanding on how these events affected the political and social policies relating to security at national and local levels.  

· Participants will be able to relate the ideological and political issues guiding terrorists to security policy and planning efforts by national and local authorities.

· Participants will relate national policies and programs to their own local security issues.

Methodology of Instruction:

This class is computer based instruction which includes Internet exercises, pre-survey questions, post unit quizzes, unit assignments and activities on the discussion board.  

Unit 1 Historical Perspectives on Terrorism

At the conclusion of this unit, the student will be able to

· Cite several examples of terrorist tactics that have been used in the past to force social change

· Relate the concept of morality to the use of terrorist tactics

Unit 2 Defining Terrorism and Understanding Its Causes

At the conclusion of this unit, the student will be able to:

· Define terrorism from their own context using examples from course material and related web sites

· Define the classical ideological continuum as demonstrated during the French Revolution, and apply it to terrorist events of today

· Relate, by using examples, the concept of extremism as it serves to promulgate overt terrorist actions

· Identify factors that explain why individuals and groups choose to engage in terrorist violence

Unit 3 State Terrorism

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· Indicate the difference between the use of state terrorism as a domestic policy and foreign policy and cite examples of each

· Define the patronage model of terrorism and explain how it differs from the assistance model

· Compare the concepts of dissident terrorism to those of state terrorism and relate examples of each to present day events

Unit 4 Terrorist Left Ideology 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· Define the left–wing ideology in the context of class struggle and economic status

· Apply the concept of “vanguard theory” to late twentieth century terrorist actions

Unit 5 Terrorist Right Ideology

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· Define right–wing ideology in the context of social order and race

· Demonstrate their knowledge of recent right wing events and apply that knowledge to the future of terror attacks from the right

· Differentiate between the ideological tenants of the left versus those of the right and determine which entity poses a greater risk to national security

Unit 6 Religious and Criminal Terrorism

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· Cite examples of religious extremism that have manifested themselves into terrorist movements

· Analyze several fundamentalist religious movements and their stated objectives to recent acts of terrorism committed by them

· Give examples of terrorist groups that are motivated by criminal enterprise as opposed to a fundamental left or right ideology

Unit 7 International Terrorism

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· List the reasons for internal nationalistic right or left extremist attitude to spill over to foster an international agenda

· Cite examples of internal groups that have extended their terrorist actions outside of the host nation’s boundaries

Unit 8 Law Enforcement and National Security Perspectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· Apply the concepts of emergency management to a comprehensive approach to dealing with the effects of international terrorism in their communities

· Relate recent studies on terrorism to current United States (U.S.) domestic policies attempting to control terrorist actions within our borders

· Examine a community’s present efforts in combating terrorist actions

Unit 9 Terrorist Tactics and Targets

By the end of this unit, the participant will be able to:

· Cite examples of terrorist targets and their significance

· List the types of devices that have been typically used by the terrorist trade  

· List examples, and the effects, of weapons classified as chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and high-yield explosive (CBRNE)

· Identify strategies for dealing with agents of mass destruction

Unit 10 the Future of Terrorism

By the end of this unit, the participant will be able to:

· Describe possible scenarios for future terrorist actions

· Discuss strategies for controlling terrorist activities

· Describe terrorist typologies for the future

· Discuss the relationship between technology and terrorism

