MADS 6673.81 Syllabus
Internal and External Displaced Persons

April, 2008
Course Description:
This course is about issues related to immigrants, migrants and refugees, why and how they move.  The course will examine factors causing people to move, including but not limited to violent conflicts and disasters caused by nature and by man. We will study forced or involuntary displacement of persons within and/or across national borders. 

The course is interdisciplinary and examines major humanitarian challenges. We will analyze the motives for and the dynamics of mass population flows, the impacts of these movements and the misery surrounding them.  Using selected case studies, the course project will examine in detail one case of mass displacement, provision of humanitarian assistance, rights of return, repatriation and resettlement.    

Methodology:  

The course adopts a pan-cultural perspective, focusing on the common experiences of displaced persons and the historical, socio-cultural, political, economic and geographic dimensions of such movements.  We will pay particular attention to the logistical and administrative challenges faced by humanitarian assistance agencies, governments and other affected organizations, including militaries and peacekeeping forces. 

Case studies and student projects will illustrate the issues and impacts associated with mass population movements in different settings and contexts, including the United States. The course project will examine one recent population movement from multiple perspectives, including the challenges to providing humanitarian assistance and the unique needs of vulnerable groups--- women, children, adolescents and the aged.  
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Preparation for class includes readings from books, articles and websites. Students will be graded on their participation and demonstrated mastery of course concepts in their written work, examinations and course project. Needless to say, effective participation requires prior reading of the designated texts.  
In order to keep up to date with current voluntary and involuntary population movements or issues pertaining to forced displacement and humanitarian assistance, students will monitor principal websites and will incorporate into their work the latest developments on key issues.  

Grading Policy:  

Grade Scale:



A    =  95-100






A-  =  90-  96

B+  = 87-  89



B    = 83-  86



C    = 70- 74

F     = Below 70

Activity Weight:


Activity




Value






Class Participation/Preparation

15%






Mid-term Examination
 

25%






Final Examination

 

25%






Term Paper/Project

 

35%

Course Materials and Requirements:

Student Evaluation:  Student performance will be assessed on the basis of the following:
a) Class participation (15%) including but not limited to a brief, 3-page single-spaced report on how an international humanitarian assistance organization is focusing on a current humanitarian crisis and/or the follow-up.  The report will identify challenges faced by the organization and how they are handling these challenges. The organization will be chosen by the student with the approval of the instructor no later than April 27, 2008. The report will be submitted May 11, 2008.  
b) Midterm examination (25%) May 18, 2008
c) Term paper/project (35%)   Project consists of research and 8-10 page paper, possibly related to & expanding the topic selected for the brief report. Paper is due June 15, 2008.  See pages 8 & 9 for details.   
d) Final examination (25%) June 22, 2008. 
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Required Texts : 
1.  Tom Clark, The Global Refugee Regime:  Charity, Management and Human Rights (Victoria BC, Canada: Trafford Press, 2004) ISBN 1-4120-4245-3 (paperback)
2.  UNHCR,   The State of the World’s Refugees 2006:  Human Displacement in the New Millennium (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2006) ISBN 0-19-929095-4 (paperback)

Course Outline and Required Readings:  The course consists of five learning blocks, with one or more classes each.  
Block 1.  Migration and Refugee Studies: Introduction to migration and refugee studies and the legal frameworks addressing the situation of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs)

Readings:  Clark, introduction & chapter 1; UNCHR, introduction & chapter 1 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (available on UN website)  

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (available on UN website)


1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (available on UNHCR website)
1967 Protocol to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention (available on UNHCR website)
*Assignment: Familiarize yourself with the following major humanitarian organizations.  (See supplementary resource listings). Each website has information introducing the mission, history and current involvements.  
· United Nations; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs; UNICEF, World Food Program.
· International Red Cross (www.icrc.org)
· International Organization for Migration (IOM) (www.iom.int)

Block 2.  Who, what, how and for whom?  Missions, policies and practices of humanitarian agencies:  Examination of major humanitarian organizations, the international refugee regime, and refugee populations; asylum & security issues, institutions & organizations, causes and stages of international migration. 

Readings:  Clark, chapters 2 & 3, UNHCR, chapter 2  

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (available on UN website)  

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (available on UN/OCHA website)


1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (available on UNHCR website)
1967 Protocol to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention (available on UNHCR website)
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*Assignment: Familiarize yourself with the US Department of State, and non-governmental, private humanitarian assistance agencies and organizations (NGOs and/or PVOs).  Many are headquartered in the US; does one of them have a local presence in your state or region?  If so, note their current involvements in your area. (Refer to supplementary resource listings and website of US Department of State.)  
*Three-page report due, May 11, 2008
Block 3.   The Refugee Challenge: Refugee status in camps, mass movements, and settlement needs for refugees & asylum seekers.

Readings:  Clark, chapters 4 & 5; UNCHR, chapters 3 & 4 

      Protecting Refugees and the Role of UNHCR (available on UNHCR website)
*MidTerm Examination, May 18, 2008
Readings:  Clark, chapters 6 & 7

      Protecting Refugees and the Role of UNHCR (available on UNHCR website)
Block 4.  The Challenge of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs):  Differentiating between internal and external displacement; causes, principles of protection.
Readings:  UNHCR, chapters 6 & 7.

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (available on UN/OCHA website)

UNHCR Handbook for the Protection of Women and Girls  (available on the UNHCR website)
     “Addressing the Needs of Women Affected by Armed Conflict” an
       IRC Guidance Document, March 2004.
Block 5.  Daily Life Dilemmas for Refugees and IDPs in protracted displacement settings: Challenges, impacts and responses; looking to the future.    
Readings:  Clark, chapter 10; UNHCR, chapters 5 & 8 
*Term paper/Project Due, June 15, 2008
*Final Examination, June 22, 2008.  
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Supplementary Resources and Reading Materials: 
1.  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) (www.unhcr.chs)

· Basic Facts

· Protecting Refugees

· Refugees Magazine

· Handbook for the Protection of Women and Girls

· Gail Loescher, (2001), The UNHCR and World Politics, A Perilous Path, 

Oxford University Press. 
2.  United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) (www.ochaonline.org) 
· Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, 2004. 

3.  US Department of State (www.state.gov)
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, 
· Refugee Admissions Reception and Placement Program

4.  Arthur C. Helton, (2002), The Price of Indifference: Refugees and Humanitarian Action in the New Century, Oxford University Press.  

5.  Susan F. Martin, et.al, (2005), The Uprooted: Improving Humanitarian Responses to Forced Migration, Lexington Books. 

5.  Mary Pipher, PH.D, (2002), The Middle of Nowhere, The World’s Refugees Come to Our Town, Harcourt, Inc. 

6.  The Brookings Institution, Washington DC (www.brookings.edu)

· Protect or Neglect? Toward a More Effective United Nations Approach to the Protection of Internally Displaced Persons, 2004.

· Francis M. Deng, (1993), Protecting the Dispossessed, A Challenge for the International Community, (A Brookings Occasional Paper).

7.  UNICEF (www.unicef.org)
· Maggie Black, (1996), The Children and the Nation: The Story of UNICEF, Past and Present, UNICEF.  
8.  World Food Programme (WFP) (www.wfp.org/english)
· George McGovern, (2001), The Third Freedom, Ending Hunger in Our Time, Simon and Shuster, NY. 

· John Shaw, (2001), The UN Food Program and the Development of Food Aid. 
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Selected Periodicals and Key Websites:
· Journals in immigration, migration or population studies, and/or

· Journals in the participant’s field of study /interest containing articles pertinent to the course focus.

· Reputable periodicals and newspapers such as the NYTimes, Washington Post, USA Today, Smithsonian, National Geographic and the Economist.

· Media outlets such as NPR, the BBC, Bloomberg’s and the Financial Times.
· State and local newspapers containing stories pertinent to the impacts of population flows in the area.  

www.un.org
www.unhcr.chs
www.unicef.org
www.brookings.edu
www.ecre.gov
www.forcedmistration.org
www.idpproject.org
www.womenscommission.org
www.humanitarianinfor.org
www.ochaonline.org
www.refugeesinternational.org
www.wfp.org
www.reliefweb.int
www.unicef.org
www.cia.gov
www.yaleglobal.edu**
**excellent site for accessing primary source documents in law, history and diplomacy

Selected major US national refugee resettlement agencies
Church World Service (www.churchworldservice.org)

Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM) (www.dfms.org/emm)
Ethiopian Community Development Council (ECDC) (www.ecdcinternational.org)

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) (www.hias.org)

International Rescue Committee (IRC) (www.intrescom.org)

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) (www.lirs.org)

US Catholic Conference/Migration and Refugee Services (USCC/MRS) (www.ncbusc.org)

US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCR) (www.uscr.org)
World Relief (WR) (www.worldrelief.org) 
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Selected major private international relief organizations involved with immigrants and refugees

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) (www.afsc.org)

American Refugee Committee (ARC) (www.archq.org)

CARE (www.care.org)

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) (www.catholicrelief.org)

European Council on Refugees and Exiles (www.ecre.gov)

InterAction (www.interaction.org)

International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) (www.icrc.org)

International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) (www.icva.ch)

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

(www.ifrc.org) 

International Rescue Committee (www.intrescom.org)

Lutheran World Relief  (www.lwr.org)

Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) (www.msf.org)

Save the Children (www.savethechildren.com)

World Council of Churches (WCC) Refugee and Migration Service 

(www.wcc-coe.org)

World Relief (www.worldrelief.org)
World Vision (www.worldvision.org)

Selected major US national immigrant and refugee advocacy organizations
American Immigration Lawyers Association (www.aila.org)

Exodus World Service (www.e-w-s.org)

Lawyers Committee for Human Rights (www.lchr.org)

National Immigration Forum (www.immigrationforum.org)
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (www.nnirr.org/nnirr)

Refugee Voices (www.irsa-uscr.org)

US Committee for Refugees (www.irse-uscr.org)

Selected major advocacy organizations involved with immigrants and refugees in international arena

Amnesty International (AI) (www.amnesty.org)

Human Rights Watch (HRW) (www.hrw.org)

Lawyers Committee for Human Rights (LCHR) (www.lchr.org)

Refugees International (www.refintl.org) 

US Committee for Refugees (USCR) (www.refugees.org)
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Options and Suggestions for Term Paper/Project:  

Options:  Afghanistan, Chad/Darfur, Indonesia, Iraq, Kenya, New Orleans, LA.

Suggestions about content: 

Each of the six countries or city listed above has experienced an unprecedented level of mass displacement of its citizens.  In 2008 and to varying degrees, each continues to deal with the original causes of the event and/or its aftermath.  

Choose one of the six options to research for your term paper/project.  You are encouraged to choose one that complements your own interests and professional focus.

You will focus on the experiences of displaced persons that resulted from the natural or manmade disaster precipitating the displacement. Your work will illustrate the issues associated with internally and externally displaced persons in different settings and contexts, and how they were addressed in your specific disaster situation.  . 

Analyze the motives for and the dynamics of the mass displacement, the impacts and misery surrounding the displaced persons, including emergency and longer-term challenges. Identify important historical, economic, socio-cultural, political and geographical elements of the events. 

Examine governmental and nongovernmental responses and programs--- including logistical and administrative challenges faced by the agencies, governments and other affected organizations. What about the press… did they play a role?  Militaries and/or peacekeeping forces?  
Have the rights of return, repatriation and/or resettlement been addressed?  How have the needs of vulnerable populations been identified and addressed?  

In your summary, use a pan- cultural approach in evaluating how this event and the provision of humanitarian assistance compares and contrasts with other disasters we have studied. What is your analysis of the implications for society in general and for displaced persons in particular?  
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General notes and suggestions:

Your term paper will be due June 15, 2008, one week before the scheduled final examination. It will not be accepted if it is late. The paper will be graded on how well you understand human displacement issues, the coherence of your paper, and the clarity of your presentation.  

It will be approximately 8- 10 single-spaced pages in length and present citations, references and bibliography.  Papers based entirely or heavily on the internet will be rejected; do not cite from the course textbooks. You should use books, periodicals and web-based materials including, but not limited to, the resources detailed in this syllabus. Limit the use of the internet to the strictly necessary. Students caught plagiarizing will fail the whole course. 

The topic for this research paper will be selected in consultation with the instructor no later than May 11, 2008.  The paper is due June 15, 2008.  (The earlier the topic is chosen and work begun, the greater success you will have in the course and with the paper.)

Writing clearly and succinctly is an important skill for those wishing to achieve academic and professional success and wanting to learn effective communicate techniques.  It is also a key component in your work for this course. The paper will be graded on how well you understand human displacement issues, the coherence of your paper, and the clarity of your presentation.  

You have been asked to write a brief 3- page report and one 8- 10 page paper describing key events and problems affecting millions of people, organizations and agencies.  It may help to think of the assignments as being reports you are sending home while being on a trip and seeing first hand what you are reporting.  Write clearly and descriptively about what you are learning, using correct grammar and good syntax.      

You may wish to consult social science style manuals and writing guides to assist you in the preparation of your paper.  Several are available in the University Library, your local public library and/or local bookstores.  

It should be noted that the University places highest emphasis on matters of academic honesty and imposes strict penalties for plagiarism. Students caught plagiarizing will fail the whole course.
I look forward to reading your paper!   

