Fairleigh Dickinson University

School of Administrative Science
Current Issues in Terrorism and Security
MADS 6611
Instructor:

John Pope

Galloway, NJ  

Home: (609) 652-7035   
e-mail:  jpope@fdu.edu
Grading:


A   =  95 - 100


A-  =  90 – 94


B+ =  87 – 89


B   =  83 – 86

B- =  80 – 82

C+ =  77 – 79

C   =  73 – 76

C-  =  70 – 72

F    =  Below 70 

Activity Weight:
Mid-Term




=
20%

Final Examination



=
25%

Research Paper



=
25%

Writing Assignments



=
30%

Course Description:

The course will provide an analysis of terrorism, the ideological forces and psychology behind terrorism and its international effect.  Discussions and class assignments will focus on what government and community leaders can do to prepare their communities to reduce, respond and recover from the effects of a man made event.  Assessment of the community’s emergency operation plan, its policies and procedures that relate to security and processes to limit community risk will be examined.

Conduct of the class will be on-line text presentation combined with readings and writing assignments in each unit.  

Required Text:
Martin, G.     Understanding Terrorism: Challenges, Perspectives and Issues.. ISBN: 0-7619-2616-0: Sage Publications 
Supplemental Text:  (Recommended but Not Required)
Hacker, D.  (1999).  A Writer’s Reference.

ISBN 0-312-26037-7

Strunk, W.  &  White, E.B. (1979).  The Elements of Style.

ISBN 0-02-418200-I

Assessment of Learning / Basis for Grades:
Assessment of student performance in this class will be based upon the weekly writing assignments found in the Course Documents section of the Web Campus.  Responses to the writing assignments accounts for 30% of the total grade for the class.  A mid-term examination accounts for 20% of the final grade and the final examination provides 25%.  The examinations will be drawn from the text, assigned readings, and class lectures.  There will be no surprises.

Assignments must be turned in on time and in the prescribed format.  For example, a 10 – 15 page paper should be no longer or shorter than those parameters, within reason.  As in any professional environment, assignments should be typewritten and carefully crafted using proper structure, grammar and spelling.  In particularly egregious cases, the paper may be returned to the student for repairs.  Alternatively, the instructor may impose grade-related penalties for poorly constructed papers.  

Weekly writing assignments are to be completed using the Web Campus link from the “Assignments” button.  Select the Unit whose assignment you want to work on and click the hyperlink for it.  At the bottom of the page is another link entitled, for example, “View/Complete Assignment: Unit 1 Web Search.  Click on that link and enter your response in Section 2, Comments.
Research Papers:
For purposes of this class, papers should be double-spaced and prepared using the APA format for reference citation.  Guidance for this style can be found in a number of sources, including the book entitled A Writer’s Reference, listed above as a supplemental text.  

The research project will describe and analyze an issue related to the materials and issues presented in this course.  The topic will be current, relevant to this class and approved by the instructor by the date noted in the syllabus.  At least three scholarly references should be utilized and properly cited according to APA standards. This paper accounts for 25% of the final grade.  
Following a one or two paragraph proposal for the research project to be submitted in the third week of class, the 10 to 15 page paper should comprise the following:

· Table of Contents

· Purpose is obvious

· Introduction

· This section should explain the reason for the problem being considered in the first place.  It should be a brief discussion of what your paper will present.

· Background

· This section should be a brief history of how the issue you describe got to its current state.
· Body of the Paper
· Clear and concise discussion of the issue at hand, including proper citations of all sources used in the development of the paper.
· Conclusion

· Bring the paper to a close.

· References
· Exhibits (If any)
Students must submit an electronic copy of the paper on November 30, 2007.  Papers submitted late without good cause will be reduced one letter grade per day late.  Any work found to be that of someone other than the student, and/or without proper citation and attribution, will be considered plagiarism and a failing grade will be applied.  Fairleigh Dickinson University views plagiarism as a serious matter and such acts may lead to dismissal from the MAS program.

Course Outline:
September 30

Unit 1:  Historical Perspectives on Terrorism

Introductions in the Discussion Board
October 7

Unit 2:  Defining Terrorism and Understanding Its Causes
October 14

Unit 3:  State Terrorism
Project proposal due

October 21

Unit 4:  Terrorist Left Ideology
October 28

Unit 5:  Terrorist Right Ideology
November 4

Unit 6:  Religious and Criminal Terrorism
Mid-term examination distributed
November 11

Unit 7:  International Terrorism
Mid-term examination due
November 18

Unit 8:  Law Enforcement and National Security Perspectives
November 25

Unit 9:  Terrorist Tactics and Targets
November 30


Research Paper Due




Final Exam Distributed
December 2

Unit 10:  The Future of Terrorism
December 8


Final Exam Due




Course ends

Note:  The instructor reserves the right to reasonably adjust this schedule, albeit with timely notice to participants
