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Course Specification:


Current Ethical Issues

Humanities 3218 

Course Description:  This course uses a case study methodology to create on online discourse about the very difficult choices that confront us on a day to day basis.  We have all been moral philosophers at one time or another.  In this class, the students will discuss real case issues that have been raised in society and establish a considered point of view about what is right and wrong.  In addition, the class will require students to take and defend he opposite view and provide a reasoned argument. 

Text and Author:MORALITY PLAY: Case Studies in Ethics Pierce, Jessica University of Colorado ISBN 0-07-301120-7 McGraw Hill/Higher Education 2005.

 

Supplemental Text: Each student should have access to materials via your local library or the internet that deal with some of the conceptual issues raised in class.  Some excellent readings can be found in: How Good People Make Tough Choices, Rushworth M. Kidder ISBN 0-688-17590-2 Harper Collins Publishers Inc. New York 2003

 

Entrance Competencies: This is an case study course in Ethics.  It requires that students can read a controversial case and make a reasoned argument on either side of the topic and come to a logical conclusion.  The topics raised are very emotion packed and the instructor cautions against a triggered response.

 

Course Objectives:  Through the materials presented and by the case studies used the student will:

 

· Develop the ability to provide a reasoned argument 

· Explore how ethics underlies most decision making processes both personally and organizationally 

· Understand that ethical dilemmas are often the catalyst for societal change 

· Make the connection that ethical reasoning leads ultimately to behavior 

· Learn that ethics is not an abstraction: It exists in our daily lives.

 

Exit Competencies:  The student will have a clear understanding of the relationship between Ethics and personal behavior.  The student will be more competent in both argument and behavior and how to think for ourselves in order to resolve ethical dilemmas.

 

 

Assessment of Learning/Basis for Grades:


Article Review

 

Each student will present, depending on class size one or  two articles from the popular press about current issues regarding ethics.  These are not Journal articles, but come from newspapers and magazines about current issues evolving about Personnel practices.  These will be copied from the internet and pasted into the discussion board on your assigned week.  The student will then lead the discussion about that article by asking questions and facilitating the discussion with the class.

 


Discussion Board Case Study

 

Each student will participate in the posted case studies.  They will need to research the case study before the case is discussed and become familiar with the issues before they respond in the discussion board.


Term Paper

 

Each student will write a 10-15 page term paper on one of the topical areas that are raised by the case studies.  The topic will be selected in the first two weeks in the term so that the student can adequately research, write and document the project.  Please use the APA format for the writing of your paper. Each student will present, at the latter part of the semester a Power Point in the discussion board their paper topic and findings.

 

Case Study Assignments

 

Each student will submit answers to questions of the assigned case studies to the instructor.  These are not the Discussion Board case studies.

 

Exams

There will be mid term and final exams that, consistent with the case study approach to the class, will require the student to respond to a series of questions that relate to the issues raised in the case.

 

Article Presentation on Discussion Board:
15%

 

Case Studies on Discussion Board:

15%

 

Term Paper:




25%

 

Case Study Assignments:


15%

 

Mid-Term Exam:



15%

 

Final Exam:




15%

 

 

Course Outline:



Week 





 

I.

Introduction of class members




Reaction on Discussion Board to instructor posted article




Posting of schedule of article assignments

 

II.

Case Study and Articles in Discussion Board

 

III.

Articles in Discussion Board and Case

 

IV.

Case Study and Article in Discussion Board

 

V.

Mid Term Examination

 

VI.

Case Study and Articles in Discussion Board

 

VII

Articles in Discussion Board and case

 

VIII

Case Study and Articles in Discussion Board

 

IX

Paper Presentations on Discussion Board




Paper due to Instructor

 

X

Final Examination 

 

 

Additional Course Requirements:

 

Email Address: Use only your FDU email account for this class.  The FDU often filters private email addresses.  Do not use any email account other than your FDU web mail account for returning assignments, exams and papers.

 

Document Format: Use only Microsoft Word for submission of your documents to the instructor.  Do not use Word Perfect.  

 

Submissions to Instructor: All submissions to instructor will be as a Word document attachment.  Word submissions will be “Saved As” in the following example format:

 

SmithEthicsPaperProposal

SmithEthicsMidTerm

SmithEthicsTermPaper

SmithEthicsFinalExam
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