Fairleigh Dickinson University

School of Administrative Science

Legal Issues in Health and Human Services Administration

PADM 4548
Instructor:

Mary Schlesinger, RN, BA, MAS
Ridgewood, NJ  

E-mail:  MaryASch@fdu.edu
If you wish to speak to me in person, please e-mail me with a number you can be reached at, and the best time to reach you. I will try to accommodate you. 

Grading:


A   =  92 - 100


A-  =  89 – 91

B+ =  86 – 88

B   =  82 – 85
B- =  79 – 81
C+ =  76 – 78
C   =  72 – 75
C-  =  69 – 71
D   =  60 - 68
F    =  59 & Below 
Activity Weight:
Mid-Term




=
20%

Final Examination



=
20%

Research Paper



=
20%

Paper Presentation



=
10%

Class Participation



=
30%

Late Work:
Assignments that are received after the scheduled due date will be reduced by one full grade for each day that the material is late. Emergency situations that impact the student’s ability to fulfill their responsibility must be discussed with the instructor for consideration in extenuating circumstances.
Course Description:

This course will examine the many legal issues specific to the health care and human/social services of clients. This course provides an overview to the legal process an delves into patient rights, rights of people with mental illness, health care directives, family law, domestic violence laws and other relevant topics.  

Conduct of the class will be on-line text presentation combined with, and dependent upon, intelligent interaction among class members.  

Required Text:
Fremgen, Bonnie F., (2006).  Medical Law and Ethics.

ISBN 0131177087
Supplemental Text:  (Recommended but Not Required)
Annas, G. J., (1997).  The Rights of Patients.

ISBN 0-8147-0503-0

Hacker, D.,  (2006). A Writer’s Reference.

ISBN-13: 9780312450250
Entrance Competencies:
The student should be familiar with the dynamics of an organization, preferably as a result of work experience.  An ability to adapt theoretical notions to practical application will be an asset in translating the readings to the real world.

Course Objectives:
Students will be able to identify the legal and ethical influences related to health and human services administration. Students will be able to identify situations that raise potential legal issues.
At the conclusion of this class the student should be able to gain insight into how these influences affect service delivery, and how these unsolved problems remain a challenge to humanity. 
Exit Competencies:
As a result of the discussions, readings, lectures and exercises designed into this class, the student is expected to develop an improved understanding of the interrelation of law and ethics in the current healthcare marketplace.
Assessment of Learning / Basis for Grades:
As indicated in the Course Description, class participation will be pivotal to the success of this class.  Class participation will account for 30% of the final grade and will be assessed based upon the student’s involvement in the on-line discussions and the relevance of that input.  

Due to the completely on-line nature of this course, there are limits to the methods of assessing the student’s involvement in the course work. In the event that a student does not consistently participate in the on-line discussions within the noted time parameters, that student’s grade will be adversely affected.  

Assignments must be turned in on time and in the prescribed format.  For example, a 4 - 6 page paper should be no longer or shorter than those parameters, within reason.  As in any professional environment, assignments should be typewritten and carefully crafted using proper structure, grammar and spelling.  In particularly egregious cases, the paper may be returned to the student for repairs.  Alternatively, the instructor may impose grade-related penalties for poorly constructed papers.  

For purposes of this class, papers should be double-spaced and prepared using the APA format.  Guidance for this style can be found in a number of sources, including the book entitled A Writer’s Reference, listed above as a supplemental text.  

The research project will describe and analyze an issue, relevant to legal issues in health and human services administration.  At least three scholarly references should be utilized and properly cited according to APA standards. This paper accounts for 20% of the final grade.  

Following a one or two paragraph proposal for the research project to be submitted in the third week of class, the 4 to 6 page paper should comprise the following:

· Table of Contents

· Introduction

· This section should explain why you are doing this paper.  It should be a brief discussion of what your paper will present and prove.

· Background

· This section should be a brief history of the issue you are discussing.
· Statement of Problem

· Describe, in detail, what are the problems caused by this issue. What are the challenges to healthcare personnel? How does it affect the consumer?  What are the effects on society?
· Description of a Proposed Solution to the Dilemma
· Explain here your ideas for resolving the issue in question (eg: should a law be changed?)  

· Conclusion

· Restate your thesis, provide an analysis and bring the paper to a close.

· References

· Exhibits

Students must submit an electronic copy of the paper on March 23, 2007.  Papers submitted late without good cause will be reduced one letter grade per day late.  Any work found to be that of someone other than the student, and without proper citation and attribution, will be considered plagiarism and a failing grade will be applied.  Fairleigh Dickinson University views plagiarism as a serious matter and such acts may lead to dismissal from the BAIS program.  For further information on this issue, I strongly urge you to carefully read the University policy on academic integrity.  I have a “zero tolerance” policy on this and students can be failed as a result of cheating.

Since an oral presentation is impossible in this learning modality, students will be required to prepare a short Power Point presentation instead.  The presentation, consisting of 6 – 8 slides in length should be sufficient to tell the story, will be e-mailed to the instructor.  After review, the presentation will then be posted back to the WebCampus for the rest of the class to see.  This presentation accounts for 10% of the final grade.

Mid-term and final examinations will complete the student assessment, accounting for 40% of the final grade.  The examinations will be drawn from the text, assigned readings, and class lectures.  There will be no surprises.

Course Outline:
January 20


Week 1: Introductions in the Discussion Board

January 27


Week 2: Introduction to the Legal System                 

 Department of Health and Human Services
February 3


Week 3: Ethics, Medical Law and Bioethics
Research Paper Proposal due

February 10


Week 4: Rights of Patients









February 17


Week 5: Midterm Exam distributed
February 22


Midterm Exam due

   


February 23


Week 6: Healthcare Directives and the Right to Die

March 2 


Week 7: Family Law, Reproduction and Domestic Violence Laws






March 9 


Week 8: Professional Liability and Malpractice

                                                                   Risk Management

                                                                   Quality of Care
 Regulation



 
March 16


Week 9: Final Exam Distributed




March 22


Final Exam Due
March 23


Week 10: Research Paper and Presentation due
March 29                                      Course ends

* The instructor reserves the right to alter the syllabus where warranted.

