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Many immigrants have to face the problem of fitting into a new culture. First generation immigrants, usually the parents, tend to stay true to the culture they know. Second generation immigrants, usually the children, tend to conform to the new culture in which they are surrounded in. As a family, it is important to decide the importance of the culture in which the family came from and the importance of the culture in which they live now.

Authors Jeff Chu and Nadia Mustafa wrote that immigrants have to deal with a “straddling of two worlds – the traditional domain their recently arrived parents sought to maintain at home and the fast-changing Western culture of the society outside the front door” (66). Although in the Ganguli’s case, the western culture was that of America. When the Ganguli family first moved into their house in America, they were faced with cultural dilemmas. Every decision that was made by the Ganguli family was consulted by other Bengali families. “Was there a difference between a plastic rake and a metal one? Which was preferable, a live Christmas tree or an artificial one?” (Lahiri 64). By asking other Bengalis these questions, Ashima and Ashoke believed that they were still following part of their culture in which they had grown accustomed to. The Ganguli’s also decided to celebrate Christmas because they felt it was more appealing to the children than the traditional Bengali holidays, in which they also celebrated, but the children found to be boring. 
Gogol and Sonia found other aspects of their Bengali culture to be boring at times too. Because they grew up in America, with American children influencing their every decision, they too became Americanized. Gogol was learning the English language perfectly, in which Ashima and Ashoke found “unsettling, that their children sound just like Americans, expertly conversing in a language that still at times confounds them, in accents they are accustomed not to trust (65). Ashima and Ashoke then enrolled Gogol in a Bengali class to teach the Bengali language and way of life. He became angry at the fact that he had to miss his art class to learn a language in which he won’t use. Gogol and Sonia also became annoyed when they had to eat the Bengali food during the holidays, in which they found to be bland vegetarian food” (64).

Gogol found the Bengali food to be bland and boring because he grew accustomed to American food. For his school lunches, Ashima had to buy lunch meat for his sandwiches. She also “concedes to make him an American dinner once a week as a treat” (65). When the Ganguli family went food shopping, Gogol and Sonia picked out foods that only they were going to eat, such as individually wrapped slices of cheese and other American foods. Gogol’s school and surrounding culture greatly influenced his life.

Because Gogol was influenced more directly by American views rather than Bengali views, he tended to make different choices than his parents did. Growing up, Gogol abandoned many of the traditional Bengali ways. He went out with his friends to parties, movies, and other places in which his parents didn’t always know about. He dated girls with different cultural backgrounds than his own, in which his parents were not thrilled about. Ashima and Ashoke would tell Gogol stories of their divorced friends who were of different cultures. They tried to persuade him to marry a woman with the same background and culture as his own. One of the biggest differences in dating between the generations was the fact that Gogol actually dated. His parents’ marriage was arranged, as that was the Bengali culture. Gogol had the opportunity to date and to find his own wife in which he wanted to share the rest of his life with. The other significant difference between Gogol’s life and the lives of his parents were that of the marriage. Gogol had cheated on girlfriends before and his wife had cheated on him, which later resulted in their divorce. 

Because Gogol’s life was not influenced by a strong cultural identity, which usually includes rigorous ceremonies and traditions, Gogol’s life was very different from his parents. He had to determine where he stood in his culture and in the culture of America. As Chu and Mustafa said, Gogol had to straddle the two worlds of India and America and decide where he fit in society.
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